
                                                          

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

“…the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, “Here I am!”” I Samuel 3:4 

 

Samuel’s story began long before he heard the voice of God. He was a child dedicated to the Lord by 

his mother, Hannah, in fulfillment of a vow she had made (1 Sam 1-2). From an early age, Samuel was 

positioned in an environment of service, devotion, and worship. Yet it was his willingness to respond 

to God that distinguished him and prepared him for a lifetime of impactful service. 

 

Samuel occupies a unique place in Israel’s history, serving as a prophet, priest, and judge. Through 

him, God guided a nation through significant seasons of transition and restoration. The effectiveness 

of his ministry was not merely a result of his calling, but of his ability to recognize God’s voice and 

respond with obedience. 

 

In this series, we will take a deep dive into what it means to respond to God, using Samuel’s life as our 

guide. How did he position himself to hear from God? What lessons can we learn from his initial 

encounters with the Lord? How did he develop the sensitivity, humility, and consistency that sustained 

him throughout decades of faithful service? 

 

As we explore these questions, we trust the Holy Spirit to illuminate the Bible and help us cultivate 

hearts that are attentive to God’s voice. Our prayer is that like Samuel, we will learn to recognize when 

God is speaking, respond with readiness and obedience, and remain faithful to His purposes in every 

season of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

Day 1 

Positioned For Intimacy 

 

“and before the lamp of God went out in the tabernacle of the Lord where the ark of God 

was, and while Samuel was lying down, that the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, 

“Here I am!”” 4-3:3 I Samuel  

 

One of the most striking details in Samuel’s encounter with God is where he was when the 

Lord called him. The Bible tells us that Samuel was lying down in the tabernacle of the Lord, 

where the ark of God was. This was not a random detail. It reveals something significant 

about Samuel’s posture toward God. 

 

The ark represented the presence of God among His people. As part of his service, Samuel 

slept there daily, which tells us that Samuel’s default location was near God’s presence. He 

positioned himself close to the place where God dwelt. Before he became a prophet, before 

he spoke to kings, and before he led a nation, he cultivated proximity to God. 

 

Positioning matters. While God is sovereign and can speak wherever He chooses, there is 

a sensitivity that develops when we consistently dwell in His presence. Samuel was close 

enough to hear because he had made intimacy with God a priority. 

 

“For God speaks again and again, though people do not recognize it.” 14:33 Job  

 

Many believers desire direction, clarity, and revelation, yet often neglect the place where 

those things are cultivated. The secret place is not merely a location; it is a lifestyle. It is the 

daily practice of drawing near to God through prayer, worship, meditation on His Word, and 

a heart that remains attentive to Him. What we repeatedly expose ourselves to will shape 

what we become sensitive to. 

 

Samuel’s story challenges us to examine our own positioning. Where is our heart resting? 

What occupies our attention? What is our default location when life becomes busy, 

uncertain, or demanding? The voice of God is often heard most clearly by those who have 

learned to remain near Him. As we journey through this series, let us ask the Holy Spirit to 

deepen our intimacy with God. 

 

Prayer: Lord, draw me closer to You. Help me to make Your presence my dwelling place 

and develop a heart that is attentive to Your voice. May intimacy with You become my daily 

pursuit 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

Day 2 

Attitude Of Honour 

 

“…the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, “Here I am!”…Then the Lord called yet again, 

“Samuel!”…again the third time…”…” 8, 6, 4:3 I Samuel  

 

Samuel heard his name three times, each time assuming Eli was calling him. Yet on each 

occasion, Samuel got up and responded immediately. He did not ignore, delay, or allow 

irritation to creep into his heart. He simply answered, “Here I am.” This gives us a glimpse 

into Samuel’s posture of honour. 

 

Consider the context. Samuel assisted Eli in his daily responsibilities and could easily have 

wondered why Eli kept calling him. Yet familiarity never diminished his willingness to 

respond. His heart remained ready to serve. This attitude is significant because honour is 

revealed most clearly in the ordinary moments of life. It’s easy to honour what appears 

important or prestigious, but much harder in routine acts of service. Samuel’s response 

demonstrated that he valued both the person he served and the assignment entrusted to 

him. 

 

“Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli…” 1:3 I Samuel  

 

In the natural, Samuel was serving Eli, but from heaven’s perspective, he was ministering 

to the Lord. The same principle applies to us today. The way we approach our 

responsibilities and relationships reveals the condition of our hearts. When we treat what 

God has entrusted to us with care, we are ultimately honouring Him. God weighs more than 

our actions; He weighs our hearts. The posture we cultivate in hidden seasons often 

determines the opportunities He entrusts to us in future seasons. 

 

Samuel did not know that God was about to change the trajectory of his life. He received no 

advance notice that a divine encounter was imminent. Yet when the moment came, his heart 

was ready. Often, God’s call comes unexpectedly, at inconvenient times, and through 

unlikely circumstances. The question is whether our hearts will be prepared to respond. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me train myself to treat with honour not just those You have put in my 

life, but also what I am doing right now. May I serve faithfully in every assignment You have 

entrusted to me and cultivate a heart that is ready to respond when You call 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

Day 3 

Guided Into Accuracy 

 

“…Then Eli perceived that the Lord had called the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, 

lie down; and it shall be, if He calls you, that you must say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant 

hears.’…” I Samuel 3:8-9 

 

Samuel clearly heard his name being called, yet he misinterpreted the source, assuming 

three times that Eli was calling him. The issue was not a lack of hearing; it was a lack of 

understanding. He had the experience of hearing God, but lacked the maturity to interpret it 

correctly. 

 

Eli however, had walked with God long enough to recognize what was happening. Though 

his own season of leadership was drawing to a close, he had the wisdom to discern that the 

Lord was calling Samuel. More importantly, he instructed Samuel on how to respond 

accurately. This highlights a powerful truth: hearing God and responding correctly to God 

are not always the same thing. 

 

Many people have zeal, passion, and a genuine desire to follow God. Yet zeal alone is not 

enough and unless energy is directed appropriately, it can be expended without producing 

the results God intends. Passion without wisdom often leads to unnecessary delays, 

frustrations, and missed opportunities. This is why mentors are vital in our walk with God. 

 

“Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.”  1:11 I Cor  

 

Mentors are those who have spent time with God and have grown in their understanding of 

His ways. They help us discern what God is saying, avoid unnecessary mistakes, and 

respond with greater accuracy. Their role is not to replace the voice of God but to help us 

recognize it more clearly. The right mentor can help us identify what we might otherwise 

miss and guide us into greater effectiveness in fulfilling God’s purpose for our 

lives.Throughout the Bible, God often used relationships to shape destinies. Moses had 

Jethro. Joshua had Moses. Elisha had Elijah. Timothy had Paul. God values spiritual 

guidance because He understands the power of wisdom transferred through relationship. 

 

Prayer: Lord, thank You for the gift of godly mentors. Give me a humble and teachable 

heart. Connect me with those who understand Your ways and can help me discern Your 

voice more clearly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

Day 4 

The Key To Clarity 

 

“Now the Lord came and stood and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 

answered, “Speak, for Your servant hears.” Then the Lord said to Samuel...” I Samuel 3:10-

11 

 

There is a difference between hearing God and positioning ourselves to receive the fullness 

of what He wants to say. Samuel had heard God calling several times, yet the message 

itself was only released after he responded correctly. This raises an important question: why 

did Samuel need to answer in a specific way? Why didn’t God simply continue speaking 

after waking him up? The answer lies in a truth we see throughout Scripture: God has His 

ways and part of spiritual maturity is learning how to align ourselves with His ways rather 

than expecting Him to adjust to ours. 

 

Through experience Eli recognized that Samuel’s breakthrough would not come merely from 

hearing the call, but from responding appropriately. Many times, God may be speaking, but 

we struggle to understand what He is saying because we are interpreting His dealings 

through human reasoning, past experiences, or personal expectations. Frustration often 

comes from our inability to discern His ways. This is why the ministry of the Holy Spirit is 

indispensable. 

 

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth...”  John

13:16  

 

“… Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.” I Corinthians 2:11 

 

The Holy Spirit knows the mind of God because He is the Spirit of God. He understands the 

Father’s intentions and methods and as we spend time with Him, He reveals God to us. The 

deeper our dependence on the Holy Spirit, the greater our accuracy in responding to God. 

He alone is the key to clarity, correction, and alignment with the Father’s will. Outside of 

Him, we will misinterpret and misunderstand God’s dealings. 

 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, reveal the mind of the Father concerning my life to me. Show me where 

I have responded in error and bring the necessary corrections. Help me to rely on You for 

guidance and not depend on logic or experience. Teach me Your ways so that I may 

respond accurately to God in every season of my life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

Day 5 

Tending The Fire 

 

“…Now in those days messages from the Lord were very rare, and visions were quite 

uncommon… The lamp of God had not yet gone out...” 3-1:3 1 Samuel  

 

One detail in this passage is easy to overlook, yet it carries profound significance: “the lamp 

of God had not yet gone out.” suggesting that the lamp was close to going out. This point is 

important because one of the key responsibilities of the priests was to ensure that the 

lampstand in the Tabernacle burned continually before the Lord (Lev 24:1-4) 

 

“Remember, the fire must be kept burning on the altar at all times. It must never go out.” 

Leviticus 6:13  

 

The scarcity of God’s word and visions during Eli’s time points to a deeper spiritual reality. 

The fire was no longer being tended with the consistency God required. As a result, spiritual 

darkness increased and divine revelation became rare. 

 

“He has made us a Kingdom of priests for God his Father...” 6:1 Revelation  

 

Today we may not minister before a physical lampstand, but we have been called as priests 

unto God. The altar is now within us, and our bodies have become the dwelling place of the 

Holy Spirit. The responsibility remains the same: keep the fire burning. 

 

Fire does not sustain itself automatically, it must be intentionally cultivated. Prayer, worship, 

thanksgiving, meditation on God’s Word, obedience, sacrifice, and service are all part of 

tending the altar. These disciplines keep our hearts sensitive to God and our spirits aligned 

with His purposes. 

 

When the fire is burning, there is direction, revelation, and the strength to walk closely with 

God. But when the fire grows dim, spiritual sensitivity declines and God’s voice can begin 

to seem distant. The good news is that we don’t tend the fire alone. The Holy Spirit is our 

Helper. As we yield to Him, He empowers us to keep the flame alive. 

 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, help me to tend the fire on my altar so that it never grows dim. Reveal 

any gaps in my walk with You that are weakening the flame. Stir my heart afresh and teach 

me to cultivate a life of consistent prayer, worship, obedience, and service. Let Your fire 

burn brightly in me for Your glory  

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

Day 6 

God’s Perspective 

 

“Then the Lord said to Samuel, “I am about to do a shocking thing in Israel.” 11:3 1 Samuel  

 

When Samuel finally responded accurately to God, it is unlikely he expected his very first 

prophetic message to be a word of judgment concerning Eli—the very man who raised and 

mentored him.This reveals an important truth about how God works. 

 

God speaks to us according to His purpose for our lives, not according to our present 

perception of ourselves. Samuel saw himself as a young boy serving under Eli’s care. God 

saw a prophet entrusted with His word to a nation. So when God spoke, He addressed 

Samuel according to his calling, not his age. The message was not given to a child; it was 

entrusted to a prophet. The same principle is seen throughout Scripture. 

 

“The Lord replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you and say 

whatever I tell you.” 7:1 Jer  

 

Jeremiah saw his youth, God saw His messenger. Gideon saw himself hiding in fear, God 

addressed him as the deliverer of Israel. Saul was on his way to persecute the Church when 

Jesus interrupted his journey and revealed a completely different destiny. God saw an 

apostle where others saw a persecutor. Again and again, Scripture reminds us that God 

engages people based on their assignment, not their circumstances. He does not define us 

by our limitations, our fears, our past, or our current season. He speaks to who He created 

us to become. 

 

This is why we must be careful not to interpret God’s voice through the lens of our 

insecurities. If we do, we may reject what He is saying simply because it differs from our 

present reality. Whenever we ask God to speak, we should remember that He speaks from 

eternity into time. He calls us according to the future He has ordained, inviting us to grow 

into the people He already sees. The question is not whether we feel ready, but whether we 

are willing to trust His perspective above our own. 

 

Prayer: Father, help me to see myself through Your eyes and not through the limitations of 

my circumstances. Give me the courage and the faith to respond with obedience, even when 

Your calling stretches beyond what I think I am capable of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

Day 7 

Service As A Response 

 

“Meanwhile, the boy Samuel served the Lord by assisting Eli…” 1:3 1 Samuel  

 

The Bible says Samuel “served the Lord by assisting Eli.” In the natural, Samuel was serving 

an ageing priest. Yet God regarded Samuel’s service to Eli as service rendered directly to 

Him. This reveals an important Kingdom principle: God watches how we serve what He has 

entrusted to us. He is interested in our faithfulness in ordinary responsibilities. Every 

assignment, act of obedience, and unseen sacrifice offered with the right heart becomes an 

act of worship before Him. 

 

There was something about Samuel’s service that captured God’s attention and so God 

intervened to ensure he learned God’s principles without adopting Eli’s shortcomings. God 

preserved the vessel because He had a purpose for his future. We see throughout Scripture 

God calling people who are already faithfully engaged in serving. Elisha was diligently 

managing his family’s fields when Elijah cast his mantle upon him. The disciples were 

faithfully working in their businesses when Jesus called them. 

 

Saul displayed extraordinary zeal in persecuting the Church. God did not discard his 

passion; He redirected it toward advancing the Kingdom. Cornelius faithfully gave and 

supported the things that mattered to God. His service rose as a memorial before heaven, 

prompting God to send Peter so that he and his household would receive salvation. 

 

In every case, heaven was watching long before the calling became visible. Many people 

are waiting for God to reveal their next assignment, while God is observing how they are 

handling their present one. Our current responsibilities are often the training ground for 

future purpose. This tells us that responding to God is not limited to hearing His voice. It 

also includes serving faithfully where He has placed us today. Every act of service offered 

in obedience becomes a response to Him. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me to see every responsibility as an opportunity to serve You. Give me 

a faithful heart that honours You in both the seen and unseen assignments. May my service 

become a pleasing response to Your call, and prepare me for all that You have ordained for 

my life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

Day 8 

From Scarcity To Overflow 

 

“The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh and gave messages to Samuel there at the 

Tabernacle.” 21:3 1 Samuel  

 

One of the most remarkable outcomes of Samuel’s response to God was the transformation 

it brought to an entire nation. The chapter began by telling us that “messages from the Lord 

were very rare,” but it ends with the Lord continually appearing at Shiloh and revealing His 

word to Samuel. What changed? 

 

God had repeatedly warned Eli about the conduct of his sons, yet Eli failed to act (1 Samuel 

2:29). The issue was never God’s unwillingness to speak, but when honour for Him 

diminished, revelation became scarce. Samuel, however, responded differently and his life 

became a channel through which God’s voice flowed again. This reminds us that God is 

always willing to speak. Often, the question is not whether He is speaking, but whether we 

are living in a posture that enables us to hear. 

 

“…He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear To hear as the learned.” 

4:50 Isaiah  

 

God desires daily fellowship with His children. He longs to reveal His heart, provide direction, 

impart wisdom, and guide every aspect of our lives. We should expect fresh insight as we 

walk with Him each day. If His voice seems distant, our first response should not be 

discouragement but an invitation to the Holy Spirit to search our hearts. Sometimes God is 

waiting for us to obey the last instruction He gave before entrusting us with the next one. At 

other times, like Eli, there may be areas of compromise, misplaced priorities, or 

disobedience that need to be addressed before fellowship can flow freely again. 

 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, search my heart and reveal any area where I have grieved or resisted 

You. Help me obey every instruction You have given and restore anything that is hindering 

my fellowship with You. Open my ears to hear Your voice daily, mature me in Your ways, 

and lead me into a life that consistently responds to You with obedience and faith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

Day 9 

Growth Through Obedience 

 

“And the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with the Lord and men.”  I Samuel

26:2  

 

One of the clearest evidences of responding rightly to God is spiritual growth. Samuel did 

not remain the young boy who first heard God’s voice. As he continually responded with 

humility, obedience, and faithfulness, he grew in wisdom, maturity, and favour. God’s 

presence rested upon him, and his life became a trustworthy channel through which God’s 

purposes could be fulfilled. As a result, the Lord established him, and none of his words fell 

to the ground. 

 

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” 52:2 Luke  

 

The same pattern of increase is seen in the life of Jesus even though He was the Son of 

God. This demonstrates that spiritual maturity is not automatic; it is the fruit of a life 

continually yielded and responsive to the Father. The Holy Spirit desires to produce this 

same growth in every believer. As we respond to His promptings and allow Him to work 

freely within us, He transforms our character, deepens our understanding of God’s ways, 

and aligns our hearts with His will. He brings accuracy to our walk with God, teaching us to 

live according to His direction rather than our own understanding. 

 

As we mature, our lives become marked by wisdom, spiritual sensitivity, and increasing 

favour with God and people. We no longer drift through life reacting to circumstances or 

relying solely on human reasoning. Instead, we walk intentionally, led by the Holy Spirit and 

established in God’s truth. 

 

The goal of hearing God’s voice is not merely to receive revelation but to be transformed. 

Every act of obedience becomes another step in our growth, preparing us to carry greater 

responsibility and fulfil God’s purpose with faithfulness and accuracy. 

 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, thank You for faithfully leading me into maturity. Help me to respond 

quickly and wholeheartedly to Your voice. Grow me in wisdom, character, and favour with 

God and people. Let my life reflect Your work in me, and establish my steps so that I may 

walk accurately in Your will and faithfully fulfil every purpose You have ordained for my life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for completing the study. We’ll love to hear from you, so please connect with us on: 

Instagram 

Facebook 

Or send us an Email: aheartofwisdom@gmail.com 
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